
What is the Gospel? 
 
Today we continue our discussion on faith as God’s appointed means by which Christ is 

apprehended as he is proclaimed in the gospel. 

The matter of faith can be easily misunderstood and as a result, can become very troubling.  

In conversations with other professing believers we will often quickly find out that their 

understanding of faith is really simple: I prayed to God letting my request known to him; I 

prayed in the Name of Jesus Christ; I prayed faithfully believing that he would answer my 

prayer; he met my requests by answering my prayers.  Conclusion: I have biblical faith, the 

kind of faith that is called is saving faith, a living faith, a true faith or a vital faith.  I am indeed 

a Christian!  After all, isn’t this what our Lord meant when he responded to the disciples’ 

request to increase their faith as follows: “... "If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, 

you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey 

you.”  Lk 17:6.  After all, isn’t this the Lord’s intended meaning in his response to Peter’s 

observation of the withered fig tree: “And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. Truly, I 

say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does 

not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 

him.”  Mk 11: 22-23.  The Bible tells us that faith is a spiritual gift of God, 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 

5:22, and I exercised this gift and the Lord answered my prayer.  I have a true Christian 

faith. 

The question we raise is simply this: do these examples necessarily denote the presence of 

saving faith?  Maybe.  Perhaps.  Maybe not.  For example, soon after Jesus had turned 

water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana of Galilee, Jn 2: 1-11, the Scripture tells us 

that many people believed in his name because of the miracles that they had seen him 

perform, v. 23.  In other words, those who witnessed his miracles were impressed by them 

and placed some degree of trust in him – “they believed in his name”, that is to say, they 

entrusted themselves to him.  They were convinced that his power was authentic and very 

likely, indicative of his claim to be Messiah.  However, St. John goes on to explain that “.. 

Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people..” v. 24.  That 

is to say, while the witnesses of his miracles entrusted themselves to him, he did not regard 

them as being true believers because “he knew all people.”  Verse 25 actually summarizes 

the “bigger picture” concerning their attitude towards him, and more importantly, his 

disposition towards them: he “.. needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself 

knew what was in man..”  This means that Jesus’ infallible knowledge of his hearers 

penetrated to the very depths of their hearts in which was lodged  a faith that was 

insufficient and inadequate to be termed saving faith.  In addition, he, the perfect witness of 

himself, God the Father and of man – see his fivefold testimony in 5:31-40 [by himself, John 

the Baptist, his works, his Father and the Scriptures]- needed no man to validate his 

miracles.  Christ’s conclusion was therefore that their faith was a mere outward profession 

and open acknowledgment of his uniqueness but was woefully deficient of the biblical 

requirements of a true, living and dynamic faith.   


